
 

HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
Proudly Presents 

An Evening of Carols 
FEATURING 

VOX, Concert Chorus, & Chorale 

Mr. John Schnelle, Director & Conductor 
Ms. Alison Barr, Accompanist 

Thursday, December 11 - 7:00pm 
Robert G. Nyman Auditorium 

Hanover, Massachusetts



Program Notes: A Ceremony of  Carols 

While traveling with companion Peter Pears aboard the MS Axel Johnson on an ocean voyage 
back to England, the already renowned Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) was studying harp 
method in hopes of  composing a concerto for the instrument.  While on a stop in Halifax, 
he purchased a copy of  The English Galaxy of  Shorter Poems, a collection of  poems, which 
seem to have been the inspiration for his composition A Ceremony of  Carols. 
  
The sequence of  songs begins with the Advent plainchant Hodie Christ Natus est, the text 
giving praise for the day Christ was born.  This reflective opening leads to the cheerful 
medieval English poem Wolcum Yole.  This joyful and lighthearted song setting ushers in the 
new year, welcoming all to come and celebrate the occasion of  the Savior’s birth.  
The next three movements give praise to Mary.  In There is no Rose, Britten uses a repeating 
harp motif  to depict Mary cradling the baby in her arms.  In concert for him, angels sing 
praises to the mother of  God in 14th century English interspersed with Latin phrases sung 
by the entire choir.  The hallowed sanctity of  this scene leads to gentle lullabies in 
movements 4a and 4b.  Britten completely changes character with As Dew in Aprille, 
returning us to the joviality of  earlier movements. This rousing song opens with a forte 
chorus, and then becomes quieter as the melody is bounced in canon from part to part.  
  
The mood of  the collection changes considerably in This little Babe.  The opening text 
juxtaposes the sweetness of  the newborn babe with a warrior fighting against the forces of  
evil.  The sharp accents and dark tonality of  Eb minor depict a battlefield where God wages 
an eternal war against Satan.  Chaos and confusion swirl in jagged canonic passages, until a 
cosmic order pervades in the text “My soul with Christ join thou in fight…”  The four 
voices come to a unison, and expand to reveal an Eb major chord to end the movement.  
   
In Freezing Winter Night portrays the barrenness of  a world where men have turned away 
from God.   There is no more warmth, only a biting all-encompassing chill in the hearts of  
men who have turned from God.  Adding to this coldness is the aural confusion of  the 5/4 
meter.  Nonetheless, amidst the chaos and isolation we find hope in the coming of  the King. 
  
With God’s love comes a rebirth for men as the chill of  winter melts away in movement 9, 
the Spring Carol.   This soprano duet contrasts the starkness of  winter to the coming spring 
by telling of  the beauty of  God’s love.  The harp trills show the blossoming of  plants and a 
newness of  life.  The movement ends in thanksgiving to God for the springtime. 
  
A Ceremony of  Carols ends in the same way it began, with the Hodie Advent plainchant.  
This reiteration of  the opening chant provides a sense both of  closure and of  a new 
beginning. 



VOX 
Carol of  the Bells  Mykola Leontovych ..................................................................................................................

Chorale & Concert Chorus 
Let it Snow Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne ..............................................................................................................

Silver Bells .Jay Livingston and Ray Evans ...........................................................................................................

Do You Hear What I Hear? Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne ............................................................................

Pine Cones and Holly Berries Meredith Willson ......................................................................................................

Gesu Bambino Pietro A. Yon ...................................................................................................................................

Have Yourself  a Merry Little Christmas arr. Anita Kerr .........................................................................................

Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson and Mitchell Parish .................................................................................................

VOX 
A Ceremony of  Carols. Benjamin Britten ...............................................................................................................

(We respectfully request that you please hold your applause until the very end) 

1. Procession 
2. Wolcum Yole! 
3. There is No Rose 
4a.  That Youngë Child 
 Jill Benway, soprano            
4b. Balulalow 
 Hayley Ardizzoni, soprano             
5. As Dew in Aprille 
6. This Little Babe 
8. In Freezing Winter Night 

 Madison Fitzpatrick, soprano      
9. Spring Carol 

Katherine Scott, soprano; Melanie Armstrong, alto 
10. Deo Gracias 
11. Recession 

Sing-A-Long 
Joy to the World George Frideric Handel ........................................................................................................

Silent Night Franz Gruber ...............................................................................................................................

“Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah George Frideric Handel .....................................................................

Hanover High School Chamber Winds & Combined Choirs 

Concert Program



  

Hodie Christus natus est: 
Hodie Salvator apparuit; 

Hodie in terra canunt angeli; 
Laetantur archangeli; 

Hodie exsultant justi dicentes; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia! 

Wolcum, Wolcum, 
Wolcum be thou heavenè king, 
Wolcume, born in one morning, 
Welcome, for whom we sall sing! 
Wolcum be ye, Stevene and Jon, 
Wolcum, Innocentes every one, 
Wolcum, Thomas marter one, 
Wolcum be ye, good New Yere, 

Wolcum Twelfth Day both in fere, 
Wolcum seintes lefe and dere. 

Candelmesse, Queene of  Bliss, 
Wolcum bothe to more and lesse. 

Wolcum be ye that are here, 
Wolcum alle and make good cheer. 

Wolcum alle another yere. 

There is no rose of  such vertu 
As is the rose that bare Jesu. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
For in this rose conteinèd was 

Heaven and earth in litel space 
Res Miranda, Res Miranda. 
By that rose we may well see 

There be one God in persons three, 
Pares forma, Pares forma. 

The aungels sungen the shepherds to: 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gaudeamus, Gaudeamus. 
Leave we all this werdly mirth, 
And follow we this joyful mirth. 

Transeamus, Transeamus. 

That yongë child when it gan weep 
With song she lulled him asleep 

That was so sweet a melody 
It passéd alle minstrely. 

The nightingale sang also: 
Her song is hoarse and nought therto: 

Whoso attendeth to her song 
And leaveth the first then doth he wrong. 

Today Christ is born; 
Today the Saviour has appeared; 

Today the angels sing, 
The archangels rejoice; 

Today the righteous rejoice, saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, Alleluia 

Welcome, Welcome, 
Welcome to You, our heavenly King. 

Welcome, you who was born one morning, 
Welcome, for You, shall we sing! 

Welcome, to you, Steven and John, 
Welcome all innocent children, 

Welcome, Thomas, the martyred one, 
Welcome, good new year, 

Welcome Twelfth Day, both in fear, 
Welcome Saints left and dear. 
Candle Mass, Queen of  bliss, 

Welcome both to more and less. 
Welcome you that are here, 

Welcome all and make good cheer. 
Welcome all another year. 

There is no rose of  such virtue 
As is the rose that bore Jesus. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
For inside the Rose (called Mary) 

Were heaven and earth in a single, little space. 
Miraculous thing. 

By that rose, we now may see, 
There be one God in persons three. 

Created in the Parent’s image. 
The angels sang to the shepherds, 

Glory to God in the highest! 
We rejoice. 

Leave we all this wordly mirth, 
And follow we this joyful birth. 
We cross over to Christ’s world. 

When that young child began to weep 
With song, she lulled him to sleep 

It was such a sweet melody, 
It was so very merry. 

The nightingale sang also, 
But her song was hoarse, it was not the same: 

Whoever listens to the nightingale’s song 
Instead of  Mary’s, does wrong.

1. Procession:

2. Wolcum Yole!

3. There is No Rose

4a. That Yongë Child

Ceremony of  Carols Modern English Translation



O my deare hert, young Je su sweit 
Prepare thy creddil in my spreit, 
And I sall rock thee to my hert, 

And never mair from thee depart. 
But I sall praise thee evermoir 

With sanges sweit unto thy gloir; 
The knees of  my hert sall I bow 
And sing that richt Balulalow! 

I sing of  a maiden that is makelès: 
King of  all kings to her son she ches. 

He came al so stille there his moder was, 
As dew in Aprille that falleth on the grass. 

He came also stille to his moders bour, 
As dew in Aprille that falleth on the flour. 

He came also stille there his moder lay 
As dew in Aprille that falleth on the spray. 
Moder and mayden was never none but she: 

Well such a lady Goddes moder be. 

Pleasure it is to hear iwis, the birdès sing. 
The deer in the dale, the sheep in the vale, 

The corn springing. 
God’s purvayance for sustenance, 

It is for man, it is for man. 
Then we always to give him praise, 

And thank him than. 

Deo Gracias! Deo Gracias! 
Adam lay ibounden, bound in a bond, 

For thousand winter thought he not too long. 
And all was for an appil, 

An appil that he tok, 
As clerkès finden written in their book. 

Ne had the appil takè been, 
The appil takè been, 

Ne haddè never our lady 
A ben hevenè queen. 
Blessed be the time 

That appil takè was. 
Therefore we moun singen, 
Deo Gracias! Deo Gracias! 

Hodie Christus natus est: 
Hodie Salvator apparuit; 

Hodie in terra canunt angeli; 
Laetantur archangeli; 

Hodie exsultant justi dicentes; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Alleluia! 

O love of  my heart, young Jesus sweet, 
Prepare your place in my heart, 

And I shall rock thee with great love, 
And I shall never leave your side. 

I shall praise you forever, 
With sweet songs of  your glory 

The knees of  my heart shall I bow 
And sing the right Lullaby! 

I sing of  a maiden that is without maker. 
Her son was the King of  all Kings. 

From his mother he came to us quietly 
As dew in April that falls on the grass. 

His mother’s labor was painless and quiet, 
As dew in April that falls on the grass. 

As His mother lay there, he came quietly, 
As dew in April that falls on flower branches. 
Never has there been such a mother maiden; 
How fitting it is that this be God’s mother. 

It is always a pleasure to hear the birds sing, 
The deer in the dale, the sheep in the vale, 

The corn springing from the earth. 
God supplies sustenance 

For us all. 
Then we should always give him praise 

And give him thanks. 

Give thanks to God! 
Adam was bound in sin for four thousand 

years, although he thought this not too long. 
It was all for an apple 

that he took, 
As clerics find written in their books. 

Had the apple never 
been taken, 

Then our Lady would have 
Never been a heavenly queen. 

Blessed be the time 
The apple was taken. 

Therefore we must sing 
Thanks be to God! 

Today Christ is born; 
Today the Saviour has appeared; 

Today the angels sing, 
The archangels rejoice; 

Today the righteous rejoice, saying, 
Glory to God in the highest, Alleluia! 

4b. Balulalow 

5. As Dew in Aprille

9. Spring Carol

10. Deo Gracias

11. Recession



Joy to the World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ 

While field and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of  His righteousness 
And wonders of  His love, 
And wonders of  His love, 

And wonders, wonders of  His love.   

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child.   
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace.   

Silent night, holy night, shepherd quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar,  

Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia!  Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the savior is born.  

Silent night, holy night, Son of  God love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of  redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.   

SING-A-LONG LYRICS



 
Special thanks to the following people that help  

support music education in Hanover.  

Mr. Matthew A. Ferron, Superintendent of  Schools 
Ms. Deborah St. Ives, Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Thomas Raab, Business Manager 
Mr. Matthew Paquette, Principal, HHS 

Mr. Hugh Galligan, Assistant Principal, HHS 
Hanover High School Administrative Staff  

Hanover High School Custodial Staff  

Friends of  Hanover Music 

Hanover Music Faculty 
Matthew Harden, Director of  Instrumental Music, HHS 

John Schnelle, Director of  Choral Activities, HHS 
Julienne Thornell, Hanover Middle School 
John Schumacher, Hanover Middle School 

Dustin Lindsey, Center-Sylvester School 
Alex Shepherd, Cedar School

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Holiday Instrumental Concert 
Thursday, December 18 - 7:00pm 

FHM “Friday Night Fever” 
Friday, January 16 - 7:00pm 

Laura’s Center for the Arts 

SEMSBA Auditions 
Saturday, February 7, 2015



 

 

Chorale 
Madison Carroll  
Lauren Cerone   
Bridget Hardiman  
Heather Nash 
Emily Sheridan  

VOX 
Hayley Ardizzoni 
Melanie Armstrong  
Emily Bartone 
Jillian Benway   
Madison Fitzpatrick  
Lindsay Glover 
Anna Harper   
Macy Hohenleitner  
Skye Howard 
Abby Kirby   
Hannah Kirby   
Samantha LaCroix 
Emily-Rose Manser  
Haley McCusker  
Katie Norton 
Jaime Savage   
Joelle Scarpelli   
Katie Scott 
Ariana Soldano 

Concert Chorus 
Julianna Alicea  
Hayley Ardizzoni   
Bruno Barbuto 
Kat Bass   
Karen Bernier  
Heather Bossi 
Allison Campbell  
Lia Cocomazzi   
Alyvia DeAcetis 
Haley Denis  
Colleen Foley  
Shannon Hickey 
Erin Jenkins   
Niamh Kenney  
Hannah Kirby 
Alexander Light  
Audrey Lloyd   
Kayla Maslow 
Mikenzie Matheson  
Aliyah Morganelli 
Thomas O'Connor 
Sophia Ruggiano  
Mackenzie Welch  
Sara White 
Ashley Williams 

♩	  	  	   Indicates Chorus President 
♪ Indicates Chorus Vice-President 
♬ Indicates Chorus Secretary 

♩

♩

♪

♪

♬



 

   

Please Help Support the 
 

Hanover High School Music Department 
 

Just enjoy a delicious lunch or dinner (or take-out) at  
 
 

1799 Washington St., Hanover ~ Next to the Hanover Mall 
Thursday, December 11th 

And Thursday, December 18th  
 

From the time the restaurant opens until it closes  
Includes dine-in, take-out and lounge sales 

 
UNO will donate 15-20% of your check to the  

Hanover High School Music Department 
 

** Don’t forget to present your Dough Raiser ticket to your server! ** 
 


